
  

...if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves, and pray and seek 

my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and forgive 

their sin and heal their land.  

(2 Chronicles 7:14) 

 

As we start a process of listening to God through this particular Scripture, the enclosed 

document holds some initial thoughts and reflections to help set the scene. Please read 

them, reflect on them, and be prepared for God to speak… 

 

So, Where Do We Go From Here? 

Over the next few weeks, the Sunday Services and Thought for the Week articles will be 

focussing on the following Bible passages, each offering a perspective on 2 Chronicles 

7:14: 

Sunday 25th April: 2 Chronicles 7:11-22 

Sunday 2nd May: John 13:1-17 

Sunday 9th May: Matthew 14:22-33 

Sunday 16th May: John 21:1-14 

Sunday 23rd May: Luke 15:11-32 

  

As we walk through the Scriptures together, it is important that we all are attentive to 

what God is saying to us individually, for the church and for the community. If you have 

anything to offer, please don’t be shy—God works in and through all who are willing to 

listen to his voice. 

 

With God’s blessing, 
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Our Journey Begins… (by John Baillie) 

It was at a Church weekend some 17 years ago or so when I first became aware 

of God having a message for us. At the beginning of that Church weekend the 

speaker introduced the weekend and wished us the blessing of receiving a mes-

sage from God as we met together but he went on to say (and this struck me) 

that if you don’t receive a message from God this weekend it could be that he 

has already spoken and is waiting for you to respond. 

Two years later we had a Church weekend led by Simon Harris which was action 

packed and structured and sent us into action as we learned about Steps of De-

velopment. The outcome of this was a midweek teaching series and the restruc-

turing of our house groups. It was at this point that a few of us became aware 

of the verse from 2 Chronicles and in response started meeting regularly for 

prayer, a time which was rewarding, challenging and memorable. As a group we 

were very aware of God leading, guiding and directing us in what was actually a 

challenging time in the life of Clare Baptist Church. I have not kept dates, but 

possibly this period extended for two or three years as we met and prayed, re-

ceived teaching from the pulpit and blessings. 

Elvena challenged me following the second Church weekend with the question, 

what are we going to do about this? God has given us something to do, how are 

we going to respond? God has a plan for us and our Church. 

Life goes on, but have we got unfinished business with God? Recently, our 2 

Chronicles verse had come back into focus which has got us talking, praying and 

sharing which is exciting. Other verses which I have felt a connection with in this 

current time are: 

Psalm 139:23 & 24 

Nehemiah 9 

 

We’re All In This Together (by Paul Graham) 

As John has written, there is a feeling amongst some of us that there is definite-

ly unfinished business with this verse as we’re still unable to shake it off after 17 

years. 

So, what does this all mean? 

To be honest, I’m still not sure. Certainly, it’s interesting that we’re not alone in  

considering this verse as significant and important for our time. The 24-7 Prayer  

Movement have joined with other organisations around the world under the 
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banner UNITE714 (www.unite714.com) to draw people to regularly pray 

through the verse, particularly with the recovery of the world from COVID-19 in 

mind. There is a booklet that has been produced by Pete Greig and his team 

that, like us, divided the verse up to give a focus for praying. It’s available via a 

link on the front page of our church website if anyone is interested in having a 

go. 

If you haven’t joined us for our Prayer Meetings, then there is one final meeting 

at the time of writing on Tuesday 20th April. However, please don’t feel like 

you’ve missed out. There is a way to get involved, which I offer for you in this 

simple process of praying through the verse: below is the verse divided up into 

the same sections that we have been exploring together. As you read through 

each phrase, consider the question that follows and pray through your respons-

es. 

• If my people who are called by my name 

Do you realise that you are one of God’s people? 

• Will humble themselves 

Is it easier to be humble with others or before God? 

• And pray and seek my face 

How can you look for evidence of God in the world? 

• And turn from their wicked ways 

How have you sinned recently? 

• Then I will hear from heaven 

What does heaven sound like? 

• And will forgive their sins 

Do you trust that God can forgive every sin? 

• And will heal their land 

What could God’s healing look like for you? 

 

Action and Reaction (by Vivien Sargeant) 

I wonder when you pick up your Bible and read it what you are expecting to 

happen?  Are you expecting to learn, to understand, to be encouraged, to be 

strengthened or just something you feel you ought to be doing and not really 

expecting anything?  If I am honest I know there are times when I feel/think all 

of those things. 

When I am preparing a talk it always seems to be different, because I am look-

http://www.unite714.com
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ing, searching, testing, thinking what is God wanting to say to me and to those I 

am talking to.   From my experience it always ends up with God saying some-

thing to me first, before I can say anything to anyone else.  I think this verse is 

the same; we need first to look at it for ourselves and then for the church. 

We as a church and you as an individual need to read it: searching, thinking, 

asking what God is saying.  As some of us have been doing that, and as I have 

been doing that, I have been sent to the foot of the cross again and again. Not 

my will, but yours Lord; not who I want to be, but who you want me to be; not 

where I want to go, but where you want me to go. Am I really from the bottom 

of my heart saying that?  Am I really from the bottom of my heart believing God 

can draw me closer to Him, shaping me in His image, leading me to do His 

work, Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven?  

I can so say that I have had as many flaws, setbacks, disappointments, struggles 

(albeit different ones, but none the less painful) as all you of reading this and 

yet I have always been drawn back to my Saviour, sometimes very reluctantly.  

As we went through this verse during the prayer meetings I became struck on 

“turn from their/my wicked ways”. I didn’t want to nor could move on from the 

phrase. Before you say it, I am not a saint, never have been. In the eyes of God, 

I am the same as you, a sinner who has received God’s grace, mercy and for-

giveness because of the sacrifice of His son. As such I need to come to him and 

ask Him to show me “my wicked ways” because I don’t always see them for 

myself. 

Read the verse and in reading it, just ask God to show you what He wants to 

work with you on. May God bless you on your journey as you seek His presence 

and leading for yourself and for our church.  

 

Wake Up (by Jenny Catton and Rita Bateman) 

It is no coincidence that this verse has been coming up time and time again 

over the last 17 years. But it feels as though God is challenging both us and you 

right now to act on it both individually and as a Church. We have both been 

challenged by it and it has been emphasised in our own Bible readings and 

prayer time. We have been given the same thoughts which we feel can’t be 

ignored and so we want to share them with you.  

God is calling to us and to you!  

THIS IS A WAKE UP CALL TO EVERY CHRISTIAN IN OUR CHURCH! 
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This is not just up to the Church’s “hierarchy” to sort out. This is God speaking 

to me and you individually! 

The change has to start with each one of us coming and saying: 

“Search me thoroughly God and know my heart, try me, test me and know my 

anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive, wicked, hateful way in me, and 

lead me in the way everlasting.”  

This is God saying, “WAKE UP! I am here, I want a relationship with you that is 

more than it has been before. I want you to stop living in the past, I want you to 

stop trying to do things. I just want you to BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD. 

To yield everything to me. I want to melt you and mould you and fill you with 

my Spirit. I want to do a new thing in your life, you and me together.” 

The words of the chorus come to mind – “I surrender all, I surrender all, all to 

Thee my blessed Saviour, I surrender all.”  

God is not in the business of wanting to control us in a harmful way, He is in the 

business of loving us, caring for us and wanting to help us reach the full spiritual 

potential He has planned for each one of us. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,….plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11 

God is challenging me and you – where are we with our relationship with Him?  

If it became illegal to be a Christian in this country would the authorities find 

enough evidence to convict me? Is my Christian life about an hour and a half in 

Church on a Sunday morning? Does anyone hear me talk about my faith? Do I 

stand up for Jesus when challenged? Do I live out the Christian life by giving, 

sharing, loving, prepared to give my all and not count the cost even when I am 

tired and have given all day? Am I prepared to continue to give because that’s 

what Jesus did? Do I work and pray my way through the fruits of the Spirit – 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and 

Self-Control? 

The time has come for each one of us to make a choice either to carry on as we 

have done before and maybe miss out on blessings or enter into a new closer 

relationship with God our Father. Time is running out. 

WAKE UP! WAKE UP! God is speaking today, right now! He is waiting to hear 

from me and you!! 


